A method for detection of human papillomavirus DNA in stored slides of stained cervical smears.
A simple method was developed for extraction of DNA from stored slides of Papanicolaou stained cervical smears. HPV type 16 DNA was detected by DNA hybridization in 7/10 samples from known HPV-16 positive patients, whereas the 10 samples from negative patients were also negative with our assay. Using our method for obtaining data from stained cervical smears, it will be possible to design and perform historical cohort studies on stored material.